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LITURGICAL YEAR		FEBRUARY		ORDINARY TIME/LENT 
WHOLE SCHOOL:	February begins with St Brigid’s Day and traditionally it is then that we welcome the spring. Encourage all classes to revisit the story of St Brigid and consider an assembly or class prayer service to celebrate one of the patron saints of our diocese and of the country.  February 11 is the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and World Day of the Sick is celebrated. This might be an appropriate time to explore the sacrament of the sick with the children in third and fourth classes and to revise this sacrament with the children in 5th and 6th classes. It is also an opportunity to ensure that the children know how many sacraments are celebrated in the Christian tradition and that they are divided into three groups, initiation, healing and vocation. 
The season of Lent often begins before the end of this month. A separate RE Planner is available for the Season of Lent. 

PRAYER SPACE/DISPLAY BOARDS 
The many stories of St Brigid offer great resources for display boards and Prayer Spaces during the month of February. The following link might be useful in making Brigid’s Crosses. https://www.icatholic.ie/how-to-make-st-brigid-cross/ .  As the month progresses Display Boards and Prayers Spaces can change to mark the movement of the Church Year as Lent begins. 
FEAST DAYS IN FEBRUARY
FEAST OF ST BRIGID						FEBRUARY 1
There are Prayer Service Resources in Grow in Love to celebrate the Feast of St Brigid 
· Senior Infants		page 149-150		St Brigid & the Spring
· 2nd Class		pages 305-306		St Brigid
· 4th Class		page 428-429		St Brigid
· 6th Class		page 483		St Brigid and Other Women of Faith 

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD		FEBRUARY 2
Today the Church celebrates the feast of the Presentation of the Lord which happens forty days after the birth of Jesus.  It is also known as Candlemas since candles are blessed at Masses on this day. This is the day when we remember that Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple and offered a sacrifice to God as was the custom. It is during their visit to the Temple that they meet Anna and Simeon who had been waiting and praying all their lives to meet the Messiah. It is because of their prayerful lives dedicated to God’s service that they can recognise the baby Jesus as the Messiah. Consider inviting your local priest to bless candles that are used in the school Prayer Spaces on this day or bringing the candles to Mass in the local church. 

LEVEL 1:
WORD OF GOD STRAND		
· LK 2:22-40. Jesus is presented in the temple.
GROW IN LOVE SENIOR INFANTS:	THEME 4 PAGES 120-125
LEVEL 2:
WORD OF GOD STRAND		
· LK 2:22-40. Presentation: Anna and Simeon.
LEVEL 3:
LITURGY AND PRAYER STRAND 		
· The Feast of the Presentation

FEAST OF ST BLAISE					FEBRUARY 3
Consider asking your local priest or a designated minister to bless throats on the Feast of St Blaise or bring some of the older children to Mass on this day.
· FEAST OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES				FEBRUARY 11
This is the day when we celebrate the first apparition of Our Lady to Bernadette Soubirous (St Bernadette) on 11 February 1858. You can find out more about St Bernadette and the apparitions of Our Lady on https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=147

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK is also celebrated today. 

WHAT THE CURRICULUM SAYS ABOUT SAINTS 

LEVEL 1:
CHRISTIAN FAITH STRAND		
· The Saints: God’s special friends who are part of the family of the Church in heaven (CCC 828, 956-57, 960-62, 1195, 2013, 2030, 2683, 2692). St Patrick, St Brigid, St Columba (Columcille)
CHRISTIAN MORALITY STRAND		
· Stories of saints, of good versus evil, of right and wrong actions, stories that convey Christian moral values such as sharing, caring, love, forgiveness, friendship, welcoming the stranger, importance of family, care of the earth.
LEVEL 2:
CHRISTIAN FAITH STRAND		 
· Saints are those who love God and are in heaven with God after death. The Church honours them with a feast day (SC 104; CCC 828).
· Saints are a great example of how to live and Christians ask their help in prayer (CCC 828).
· Saints: explore St Patrick, St Bernadette, St Francis of Assisi and a selection from the following list – St Joseph, St Ita, St Gobnait, St Stephen, Saints associated with the school or parish.
LITURGY & PRAYER STRAND 
· Catholics have customs and traditions to remind them that God is present in all of life (e.g., putting a cross on bread, blessing oneself with holy water before leaving the house, lighting baptismal candle on your birthday, palms on Palm Sunday, making Brigid’s crosses) (CCC 1180; CCC 1674).

LEVEL 3:
CURRICULUM:	LITURGY AND PRAYER STRAND 
· Throughout the liturgical year our Church recognises and celebrates the lives of the martyrs and saints (CCC 1173).
· Liturgical feasts of Mary (the feast of Mary, the Mother of God; Our Lady of Lourdes; the Annunciation; Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary; the Immaculate Conception) and prayers such as the Rosary express devotion to Mary (MC 49).
LEVEL 4:
CHRISTIAN FAITH STRAND
· The Church declares certain people as saints because of their great holiness, because it is certain they are in heaven, and because they are models of holiness for us (CCC 2683 What inspired the saints is of more lasting importance than the details of their lives (CCC 2030).
· Saints: explore St Brigid, St Patrick, St Vincent De Paul and a selection from the following or similar list: St Catherine of Siena, St Teresa of Avila, St Joan of Arc, St Benedict (patron of Europe), St Peter, St Paul, St Maximilian Kolbe, St Padre Pio, St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein). Other people who have shown Christian values at work e.g Rosa Parks, Jean Vanier, Dorothy Day, Nano Nagle, local holy people/saints.
· Contemporary witnesses to Christ.

WHAT THE CURRICULUM SAYS ABOUT THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS 
LEVEL 3
LITURGY & PRAYER STRAND 	
· The seven sacraments of the Catholic Church are Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, Marriage and Holy Orders (CCC 1113; 1210).

WHAT THE CURRICULUM SAYS ABOUT THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
LEVEL 2:
CHRISTIAN MORALITY STRAND 
· Our Church family prays and cares for the sick in special ways.
LEVEL 3:
CHRISTIAN FAITH STRAND
· Jesus healed many who were sick and even brought some back to life (Lk 7:11-17; CCC 547, 548-49).
LITURGY & PRAYER STRAND
· The sacraments of Healing are Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick.
· Jesus had a special love for the sick (Lk 7:16; Mt 4:24; CCC 1503).
· In the Anointing of the Sick, Christ continues to ‘touch’ us in order to heal us (CCC 1504).
· The Anointing of the Sick celebrates the presence of Christ to those who are seriously ill, giving them strength, hope and peace (CCC 1509, 1514-15).
· The sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is not only for the dying but also for those suffering from serious illness, for the elderly and for those facing major surgery (CCC 1509, 1511, 1527).
· The sick person is given the grace of the Holy Spirit, the strength, peace and courage to overcome the difficulties that go with serious illness or the frailty of old age, and the fortitude to bear suffering patiently (CCC 1520, 1527).
· Only a priest (or bishop) is the Minister of the Anointing of the Sick. Those who are seriously sick should be encouraged to call for a priest to receive this sacrament (James 5:13-16; CCC 1516, cf. 1526, 1532).
· The celebration of the sacrament consists in the anointing of the forehead and hands of the sick person and the prayer of the celebrant asking for the special grace of this sacrament (CCC 1531).
· The sacrament also provides the sick person with the forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with God.
· In addition to the Anointing of the Sick, the Church offers those who are about to die Eucharist as Viaticum that gives them strength for the last part of the journey through death (CCC 1524).
· Organisations that work with people who are sick, disabled or dying, e.g. the hospice movement, L ’Arche.
CHRISTIAN MORALITY STRAND 
· Christians value every person: young and old, sick and people with disabilities.
GROW IN LOVE
THIRD CLASS:	THEME 3: LESSONS 3&4 PAGES 104-120

LEVEL 4
· Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit to bring relief to the weak and suffering (Is 42:1-4)
· Practices of the Church community that relate to beliefs and teachings proclaimed (e.g healing – sacraments of healing, hospitals, palliative and aged care, schools etc.).

REVISE & LEARN PRAYERS & RESPONSES 
Encourage children to bless themselves properly and intentionally at the beginning and end of prayer times. Lead by example
· LEVEL 1:
Prayer 	to the Guardian Angel					Junior Infants    Hail Mary							 	Senior Infants 
· Level 2:	
Hail Mary 								First Class
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be 					Second Class
· Level 3:
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be; The Angelus			3rd& 4th Class
Prayer to the Guardian Angel			
· Level 4:
Morning Prayer, Glory be; Prayer to the Guardian Angel;		5th & 6th Class
Lord, graciously hear us.
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