In January, the time of new beginnings, the time of resolution, the time of hope – R: Be with us, Lord
In February, the time of St Brigid, the time of spring, the time of growth  – R
In March, the time of St Patrick, the time of St Joseph, the time of new life – R
In April, the time of Easter, the time of resurrection, the time of eternal life – R
In May, the time of study, the time of preparation, the time of perseverance – R
In June, the time of exams, the time of testing, the time of recall – R
In July, the time of holidays, the time of sport, the time of games – R
In August, the time of reaping, the time of harvest, the time of thanksgiving – R
In September, the time of return to school, the time of autumn, the time of transition – R
In October, the time of Mary, the time of falling leaves, the time of Halloween – R
In November, the time of all saints, the time of all souls, the time of remembrance – R
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In December, the time of families, the time of charity, the time of Christ’s birth – R


Final Blessing

Dear Lord, may your sun bring us new strength by day; may your moon restore us by night. May your rain wash away our fears and your breeze invigorate our being. May we, all the days of our life, walk gently with you through the world and know its beauty. And may our days be good and long upon the earth. 


All: 
Amen. 
New Year



Prayer Service

Introduction
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The beginning of a New Year is a time of reflection on the past and anticipation of what is to come. We take time out to think about what is precious in our lives and to identify our hopes for this New Year. 
Lighting of the Candle

As we bring light to this candle we bring the light of Christ to this time of prayer. As we journey through the year it is our prayer that Jesus will accompany us along the way, that we will always be aware of his presence and that we will follow his example of love.

All: 
Amen
Prayer

My life is a gift given, not in years, but a day at a time.

Today is the day the Lord has made for me,
And he planned it to be the most important day of my life.

Yesterday is gone, never to return.

I must not worry about it, but leave it in the hands of God.

Tomorrow and all it holds is God’s secret 
and its coming is not assured.

Only today is mine.

Each day, arranged by God with infinite wisdom and goodness 
is God’s gift, God’s act of love for me.
In thanksgiving, I will offer God every day the gift of myself.............
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my prayer, works, joys and sufferings.

Dear God, receive them gratefully. 
Scripture Reading

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans (Rom 12:6-8)
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 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
This is the word of the Lord,


All:
Thanks be to God

Reflection 

What qualities do you most value in yourself?

What do you hope to achieve for yourself in this new year?
What qualities do you most value in your friends?

What do you hope for your friends this year?

What qualities do you most value in your family?

What do you hope for your family this year?

What do you value most about your relationship with God?

What do you hope for your relationship with God this year?

Our Father

Blessing of the New Year

(as each month is named, a corresponding candle is lit)
To each prayer our response is: Be with us, Lord
